THE GOLDEN MIDDLE AGE
was plainly one in which obscurantism in things religious
was in retreat. Learning was in process of defeating ignorance,
and truth was triumphing over fear. A social structure at once
truly civilized and truly medieval was a good deal more than
an empty dream of the visionaries: it was a real goal, distant
but plainly visible, and it was not irrational to hope and to
work for it. Yet things did not so happen. Within three
hundred years all that was base in the Christian medieval
economy had triumphed over much of the good, and the
progress that the striving of the twelfth-century scholastic
movement had brought to birth. The twin revolutions of the
Renaissance and the Reformation were the inevitable result.
Wlien they were over the medieval civilization had dis-
appeared.
It was one of the great disappointments of history. "Why
did things happen so? There are a multitude of reasons, some
profound and some apparently trivial. But one of them is that
the battle for the freedom of theological speculation and for
the supremacy of reason had been won too easily and too fast.
The situation played straight into the hands of the heretics,
and the heretics were much more than people who had odd
ideas about religion: they were social revolutionaries without
meaning to be anything of the sort, and their views about
such matters as the creed were social even more than ecclesias-
tical dynamite. That is why they were universally detested.
Heresy was nothing new. In Northern Italy, for instance,
heresy had always existed, and the worship of the old gods had
lingered on here and there. In Ravenna in the year 1000 this
subterranean paganism had issued forth in an open and wide-
spread movement for the re-establishment of the old gods.
Moving into the twelfth century, the old classic paganism
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